64                            MORE REFORMS

State can bear the burden of such an expensive plan of education.
Nothing would be worse than to pledge what you cannot carry
out. I have no hesitation in saying that we cannot do better
than educate all our subjects. Education is absolutely neces-
sary for the realization of my ambition and wishes and for the
success of my policy.**

And so the great scheme was launched. All boys from
7 to 12, and all girls from 7 to 10, were compelled to go
to school, if they lived within a mile of the school, unless
they were already educated up to the standard taught, and
that was certainly not high. By 1906 the experiment
was thought to have justified itself, and the scheme was
extended to the whole Raj, An Act was passed. Penalties
were imposed for non-attendance and exemptions were
allowed for definite reasons, which included the advanced
age or infirmity of the parents, or the dependence of the
family on the children for bread. It sounds strange in
European ears that the parent of a child of 7 or 8 should be of
'advanced age', or that a family could depend for its bread
on little boys, but in India such tilings arc possible. There
is no restriction on the remarriage of men, and it has been
one of the complaints of reformers that old men will some-
times marry young girls even up to an age when, in the
ordinary course of nature, the child-wife of 16 maybe left
a widow in the course of a year or two. If the father is too
old to work, and the mother too busy, there is nothing for
it but to fall back upon the children who can earn boy's
wages as cattle-tenders or farm-servants. It was the Maha-
raja's wish that the scheme should be applied to boys and
girls alike of every caste and community. The only excep-
tion that he was prepared to consider was that of girls
observing 'purdah', and into this point the Director of
Public Instruction was to inquire. It followed, therefore,
that some of the poorest, who lived a hand-to-mouth
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